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WORLD NEIGHBORS 
uccessor to or ssistance 
Box 929 

Columbus 16, Ohio 


“Friendship is the only cement that will ever hold 
the world together.’ — Woodrow Wilson. 


“No one is rich enough to do without a neighbor." 
—Danish Proverb. 


A New Approach to World Peace 

With the memory of two world conflicts still 
vivid, and the knowledge that we are currently 
over two years and more than 22,500 lives deep 
in a ‘police action”, Americans are turning more 
and more to the realization that war and mili- 
tary strength are, in themselves, no solution to 
the social problems creating the vast unrest of 
the world today. Ask yourself the question: 
What did we settle by World War I? We 
stopped a threat to the right of people and 
nations to be free—only to allow a second and 
greater threat to engulf all of Europe and Asia. 
What did we accomplish in World War II? 
We defeated this second threat—only to create 
in its wake a third great threat to the rights of 
people and nations to be free—this time still 
more powerful and all within the span of our 
own lifetime. What have we accomplished in 
two years of “police action” ? We have served 
notice that we will fight World War III, if 
necessary, to protect our right and the right of 
all peoples to be free. 


While for the moment we have purchased 
time by our military action, we are more than 
ever aware that military might will buy only 


time—time in which to do something else. We 


must do the “something else’ we did not do 
after World War I and World War II. 


General MacArthur had declared to the Con- 
gress: 

“Long exploited by the so called colonial 
powers, with little opportunity to achieve 
any degree of social justice, individual dig- 
nity or a higher standard of life... , the 
people of Asia found their opportunity in 
the war just past to throw off the shackles 
of colonialism and now see the dawn of 
new opportunity, a heretofore unfelt dig- 
nity, and the self-respect of political free- 
dom. 

“What they seek now is friendly guid- 
ance, understanding and support, not im- 
perious direction; the dignity of equality 
and not the shame of subjugation. 

“What they strive for is the opportunity 
for a little more food in their stomachs, a 
little better clothing on their backs, and a 


little firmer roof over their heads, and the 
realization of the normal nationalities’ urge 
for political freedom. 


‘“., . this is the direction of Asian pro- 
gress and it may not be stopped.” 


Frank Laubach himself had earlier said: 


“The most stupendous opportunity to 
meet a felt need began just after the first 
World War, and it gets bigger and better 


every year . 


“This opportunity is due to the titanic 
efforts of the hungry, destitute masses of 
Asia, Africa, Latin America, and Europe 
to escape from their misery. They were in 
despair, but now they are making up their 
minds that they will come up—or blow up 
the world. They are desperate, grim, irre- 
sistible. 

“Our opportunity is to help them up. 
Our doom is to seem to block their path.” 

This was the conviction which prevailed 
when, in January 1, 1952, a group of men met 
in Washington—Dr. Frank Laubach, Dr. Nor- 
man Vincent Peale, Mr. Melvin Evans, Dr. 
Sam Shoemaker, Dr. Walter Judd and Mr. Tom 
Watson—to consider how we could best direct 
our resources in the present world crisis. They 
were aware of the vast misery of half the world’s 
people in the underdeveloped areas, and of the 
volcanic revolution which was developing as a 
result of this misery. They knew that America 
had grown to greatness through the spirit and 
practice of neighborly cooperation, and they 
felt that time was overripe for an extension of 
that spirit to other neighbors on this rapidly 
shrinking globe. 

To alleviate this overwhelming misery, these 
men felt that a massive and dynamic effort was 
needed that would begin at the community level 
and link the constructive resources of the ad- 
vanced nations with the desperate aspirations of 
the underdeveloped areas — something above 
and beyond all current excellent programs. It 
should be, they felt, clearly a movement reflect- 
ing the concern of persons for persons. Conse- 
quently, it should be non-political and non- 
sectarian, free from the suspicion of seeking any 
political, military, or sectarian advantage. 





Such a program, they found, had been started 
by a group of business and professional men in 
Oklahoma City about a year earlier. It was called 
World Assistance and under its auspices two 
teams of dedicated and trained specialists had 
been sent to famine-stricken and communist 
threatened sectors of rural India. Its program 
had the solid counsel of such men as John Reis- 
ner of Agricultural Missions, Alfred Moore of 
the Committee on World Literacy, and Douglas 
Forman of the Christian Medical Council for 
Overseas Work. 


As a result of this study and concern a call 
for action was issued. From over the nation 55 
men and women—business, professional and 
religious leaders—met in Columbus, Ohio on 
September 12, 1952. The need was placed be- 
fore them. The type of program undertaken by 
the Oklahoma City group was discussed. And 
a national organization, incorporating the prin- 
ciples of World Assistance was formed, an 
organization by and for Americans from all 
walks of life and from all creeds. 


Thus World Neighbors was created to do the 
job. Dr. Roy Burkhart was elected president 
and Dr. John Peters vice-president in charge of 
program development. A strong and vigorous 
Board of Trustees, an exceptional Advisory 
Board, and administrative assistance from top- 
level business executives are guiding its activities 
as it begins a program of building a world 
neighborhood where we and our children can 
dwell together in peace. 


How Does World Neighbors 
Seek To Win Peace? 


By extending the skills which Americans have 
acquired and developed to the less advanced 
areas of the world, teaching them—not how to 
build sky-scrapers, or factories, or: super-turn- 
pikes, or automobiles, or threshing combines 
—but how to take those first steps by which 
they can move from dependency to self-reliance. 

These first steps are simple and basic. For 
instance, to increase food production: the use 
of a steel turning plow (now being produced 
at Allahabad Agricultural Institute at a cost of 
$3.50 per plow) to replace the heavy and ineffi- 


cient wooden plow still widely used; instructions 
to prevent the waste of valuable cow dung, now 
being used as fuel and thus lost as needed fer- 
tilizer; help in digging wells and conserving 
water resources; encouragement of joint culti- 
vation of small fragmentary acreages so that 
more efficient use may be made of available 
farm implements; use of green manure, compost 
pits, better strains of seed, poultry and cattle. 


To promote public health there is need for 
simple instruction in digging slit trenches for 
human excreta to prevent infection, and in 
processing it in ground storage for later use 
in soil enrichment. There are other needs: build- 
ing of simple chimney-stoves to replace those 
which pour their smoke back into the rooms of 
the village dwellings; construction of wells with 
proper curbs so that water does not run back into 
the well from over the feet of those who are 
drawing it; use of inexpensive insecticides for 
the control of lice, flies and other disease-bearing 
insects. These are simple steps— but vitally 
needed and greatly appreciated. 


There is great need to enlighten the 80 to 
90 per cent who can neither read nor write. 
They need literature written specifically for the 
newly literate which can help them to elevate 
their own standard of living, to understand the 
spirit and faith of the free world, and to reap 
for themselves the bountiful harvest—spiritual 
and material—which comes when the storehouse 
_ of the written word is opened. (In this matter 
of supplying easy-to-read materials, we are being 
shamefully defeated by the communists with 
every day the sun rises. ) 


There are other great needs—easily met: 


Knowledge of the care, handling and 
breeding of simple barnyard animals; 


Instruction in midwifery and child care 
for the protection of the mother and the 
safety of the new baby; 


Village industries and simple crafts 
which can supplement the agricultural 
worker's meager income of $30 a year and 
lay the foundation for the development of 
a healthy industrial economy. 


Above all, we need the right kind of people 
to respond to these needs. We need people who, 


in addition to their technical skill, are warmly 
human and deeply concerned — people who 
really love the Lord their God with all their 
hearts—and their neighbors as themselves. And 
who draw no class, color or creedal lines in 
their definition of “neighbor.” 

Certainly American know-how and ingenuity 
can meet this challenge. 

World Neighbors, with God’s blessing and 
the help of people like you, is bringing basic 
problem and basic solution together. 
Immediate Objective 

Our initial goal is the establishment of 120 * 
village centers among these 1,050,000,000 back- 


ward peoples. Based on area need, we will send 
trained, dedicated specialists in 


1. Agriculture 

. Hygiene and sanitation 

. Literacy 

. Mechanical skills and crafts 

5. Maternal and child health and nutrition 


There are many other opportunities for special 
leadership that will be welcomed and fulfilled. 
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Why Not Let Government Do It? 

Large funds are required and used to construct 
dams for water conservation’and power genera- 
tion, to undertake large-scale water drilling 
efforts, and to construct major manufacturing 
and port facilities. But the intimate, person- 
to-person, village-level approach is not part of 
government program. Governments deal with 
governments and with top level business and 
political leaders not always interested in the 
needs of 90% of their people. A program 
such as World Neighbors over and above, and 
supplementary to, all government efforts is 
sorely needed. It is here that the communists 
make their greatest bid for power. 

Moreover, “government’’ to most Asians is 
synonomous with oppression and taxes. Cen- 
turies of history have embedded this association 
in every mind. Many Asians are unable to 
comprehend that the United States government 
has no hidden purpose in its approach with a 
hand of friendship. World Neighbors is free, 


as only a non-governmental program can be 


¢ 
free, from any suspicion 
of imperialistic design. 
Its extended hand is wel- 
comed, its contribution 


received, its program en- 
dorsed and assisted. 


World Neighbors 
Over the World 
The program of 
World Neighbors is KARACH| 
built not upon hearsay 
but upon first-hand ex- 
perience. We know the 
conditions of the people 
because we live with and 
work among them. Our 
teams of dedicated spe- 
cialists work out their 
projects within the 
framework and re- 
sources of the villages 
themselves. The trained 
personnel, American 
and native, live and 
work together as they 
make their contribu- 
tions, technological and 
spiritual. 
In planning centers 
we will send a field : 
supervisor to each nation to confer with the 
government, with the American Mutual Security 
Agency, with mission agencies, and then locate 
centers where these living situations can be 
most helpful. No staff will be taken until plans 
are worked out with key people at the village 
level. In other words, we will plan from the 
grass roots up so that each center is autonomous. 


Community centers are projected for South 
Central Asia, Southeastern Asia, the Pacific 
islands, the Near East, Africa, Central and South 
America, Southern Europe and North America. 


Katpadi Is One Present Center 

In Madras province in southern India the 
first World Neighbors center was established. 
Katpadi was chosen as a point of departure into 
the countryside because of the existence of an 
agricultural institute which could provide a base 
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of operations. Its director is an agricultural 
graduate from Iowa State University. An area 
including three million persons was selected as 
the ultimate operating target, and 25 adjacent 
villages in that area as the primary zone. 


Fortunately, because of the influence of mis- 
sionaries, the village people were inclined to 
extend their confidence. But many early evening 
visits, when the villagers had returned from the 
fields; many questions — on conditions, needs, 
desires; many answers — on intent, interest, and 
means, were required before the program was 
cooperatively developed and the team was able 
to settle and work among the people. This 
team is typical—two Americans and two 
Indians, specialists in hygiene and sanitation, 
mechanical skills and craft, agriculture and 
literacy. 


Daily classes are being conducted in literacy, 


garment making, spinning and weaving, live- 
stock and poultry improvement, rural health 
and sanitation. Some small-scale industries have 
been established. Demonstration projects are 
under way in most of the villages. Volunteers 
from the ranks of the villagers themselves have 
been integrated into the work projects and are 
receiving leadership instruction. 


Anklesvar Is Another 

Two young people have joined the director 
of the vocational training school at Anklesvar, 
on the west coast north of Bombay to set up the 
second World Neighbors center. Both are 
graduates (M.A.) of Cornell University. The 
husband, an Indian from the region, is a 
trained agronomist. His wife, of Chinese parent- 
age, is a specialist in human nutrition. They 
have already received requests for 20 “farmer's 
clinics” from villages surrounding the institu- 
tional center. Land has been set aside for each 
of these demonstration centers, and plans are in 
progress for their development. A literacy in- 
structor and specialists in mechanical skills and 
maternal and child care are being added to the 
team as the program develops. 


Charity Vs. Instruction 

These World Neighbors centers de not make 
gifts of tools, fertilizers, books; they do not 
even provide doctors for free medical care. 
They do make available the qualified leadership 
that will enable a community to create and 
acquire for themselves the materials and skills 
they need. Charity, worthy as it is, is not the 
goal of World Neighbors. For charity often 
reacts adversely on both donor and recipient. 
It is at best static in the good it does and, if 
persisted in, destroys both good will and initia- 
tive. 

Kowledge, skill, industry and good-will char- 
acterize the rural community project, and attest 
to its sincerity. The team members work with 
and teach the village people in neighborly con- 
tact. They demonstrate their purpose by their 
contribution. 

These centers are self-sustaining and self- 
perpetuating. A primary function is to inculcate 
leadership in vital skills and in community 
affairs, so that village personnel can ultimately 
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direct their own development and train their 
successors. 


To sum up, World Neighbors has already 
started a program of dynamic instruction in 
community improvement, motivated by a con- 
cern of persons for persons. The desire of people 
to work out their own destinies provides the 
impetus to get it started and keep it going. 


Let’s Face the Facts 

When Russia took over China in 1948 there 
were 45,000 people called “technical experts” 
(such as we are sending) who volunteered or 
were told to go into China and teach their skills 
and along with it the communistic philosophy. 
Thus behind a facade of borrowed ‘‘know-how”’ 
and stolen slogans the Kremlin has marshalled 
a political and economic force which has cap- 
tured 600,000,000 people without risking the 
life of a single Russian soldier and is threatening 
the existence of the Free World. Our mightiest 
A Bomb, or H Bomb, or Atomic Cannon, or 
projected missile, or pilotless aircraft is utterly 
powerless to stop it. For the power of this force 
lies in the fact that it is a formula and a faith. 
It can be stopped in its forward sweep only by a 
better formula, and a better faith — and until we 
are willing to recognize, undergird and sacrifice 
for our formula and our faith, we shall continue 
to spend our billions and our sons — and lose. 


A congressman from Minnesota has said ‘‘to 
attempt this program is not a bold stroke — to 
ignore it would be the boldest gamble this 
nation has ever made.” 


A leading corporation executive at the or- 
ganizational meeting stated, “This program 
should appeai to every corporation and every 
_ business man, for I firmly believe that every 
dollar spent by World Neighbors will save us 


$2 in taxes.” 


Let’s Look At the Economics 

U. S. business firms sold $14.50 of American 
goods per capita to western Europe last year. 
They sold only $.58 per capita in the under- 
developed areas of the world. To raise the 
standard of living in these areas is to create vast 
new markets for American goods produced in 
American plants with increased American em- 


ployment. Don’t overlook the vital fact that 
over half of the world’s natural resources lie 
within the borders of these underdeveloped na- 
tions. Moreover, three-fourths of all our critical’ 
and strategic material comes from these same 
areas. Such necessities as tin, rubber, uranium, 
tungsten, manganese, and many others would 
be lost to the American economy with the fall 
of these areas to Communism. Our trade with 
the advanced nations would similarly cease 
since their economic life is even more dependent 
upon these sources for raw materials. If all other 
considerations were set aside, our very economic 
life demands that we undertake an effective 
program of self-help in the underdeveloped 
areas. Through World Neighbors, the American 
people can save themselves as they save others. 
It is not likely that salvation will come to either 
one on any other basis. 


The Immediate Needs of World Neighbors 

The primary goal of World Neighbors is, of 
course, to establish community projects in the 
areas indicated, provide libraries and give these 
areas a start toward higher economic and cultural 
standards. 


There is a further important and equally 
immediate need, to bring, as far as possible, all 
agencies now endeavoring to work at the preb- 
lem into acquaintanceship, into harmony, and 
insofar as possible into teamwork. 


Already World Assistance has merged with 
World Neighbors, through identity of pur- 
pose. World Neighbors is planning to bring 
together representatives of other agencies en- 
gaged in aid and educational programs in 
underdeveloped areas, to set up working rela- 
tionships and keep all concerned informed on 
what the others are doing. With that knowledge 
coordination will be possible and in some places, 
merging of efforts may be achieved. Money will 
be saved and greater work will be achieved. 
Already the leaders of World Neighbors have 
found themselves acquainting various groups 
with what other people are doing in the same 
field. 


Another immediate need is to help Americans 
get acquainted with the world. Whether we like 
it or not, we have world leadership put in our 
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hands and the bill for it attached to our bank 
account. Yet the average American knows little 
about the world. 

Americans need to become acquainted with 
the peoples in the various nations, what they 
are up against, what their problems are, what 
gifts they have to offer. World Neighbors, 
through its units and chapters will carry on an 
intensive study program, for which a guide is 
available. 

Moreover, these chapters and units will pro- 
vide an opportunity for Americans to know 
what our country is trying to do. They can see, 
for example, that 90% of our budget goes into 
the military preparedness, direct foreign aid and 
veterans aid due to previous wars, and only a 
small percentage into dynamic acts of peace. 

World Neighbors does not recommend that 
we cut the amount of money we spend on 
armaments and for war but that we move 
toward matching it in aggresive methods for 
peace, not in terms of dollars but in thought 
and attention. Frankly, it will not take as much 
money; it will take interest, attention, concern 
and a sense of direction. When the American 
people wake up to this, then our government 
will have a different emphasis. They will take 
a different attitude and it is high time the Ameri- 
can people wake up, else the underdeveloped 
areas of the world will go communist and we 
will be in war. We can save these areas for 
freedom and we can avoid war if we do the 
right things, if we take the right steps. 


There can grow up in America a new spirit 
so that those who go abroad as visitors, soldiers, 
diplomats or technical experts will not only be 
backed up with people who have world vision 
and a faith that they want to put into practice 
but they themselves can become true ambassa- 
dors of the free way of life. 


Urgent and basic is the necessity for local 
organization to support the World Neighbors 
activities. No such effort can succeed unless 
validated by groups of neighbors here at home, 
willing and eager to express concretely their 
confidence in the program. 


Chapters of World Neighbors must be char- 
tered by church and synagogue groups, P.T.A.’s, 


clubs, veterans’ organizations —in fact, any 
three persons of goodwill and with interest in 
our neighbors abroad. 


Local chapters will function to promote study 
of world conditions, recruit personnel for 
chapter activities and for overseas teams. They 
will provide speakers to address other groups, 
and raise funds among their own committees 
to provide self-help for communities abroad. 


Enlisting and Training of Leaders 
For the Community Centers 

Applications for field service are coming in 
regularly as members of teams in village or 
neighborhood centers. As far as possible we will 
find the personnel for these teams in the nations 
where the centers are located, in keeping with 
the principles of self-help and development of 
local resources. Names we already have and 
response we are getting assure that we can 
find personnel for the 120 village and neigh- 
borhood centers planned. 


Training opportunities are being developed 
in this country for volunteers who have had 
basic training in the fields where we want to 
secure special skills, and will have some addi- 
tional training in regional agricultural ap- 
proaches, in simple mechanical skills, hygiene 
and sanitation, in literacy, in brick making, in 
child care, and community improvement. We 
have plans for a center where they may be care- 
fully screened medically and_ psychologically 
and be given special training in a cultural way 
for the undertaking ahead. 


Let’s Look At the Spiritual Rewards 

It is a fundamental article of belief with us 
that the individual is a child of God, that he is 
meant to be free, and that he has certain 
inalienable rights which neither government 
nor circumstance should deny him. It is the 
purpose and goal of World Neighbors to 
demonstrate to the nations who face the awful 
enemies of hunger, disease and distress that the 
best way to solve their problems and meet their 
needs is by the way of those principles — 
economic, political, and spiritual — which have 
won for us the fruits and blessings of freedom. 
Recognizing a brotherhood which stems from 





an abiding faith in one Heavenly Father, we 
seek to join resource and need until once- 
desperate peoples may stand erect and self- 
reliant in the family of the free nations. 


In short, World Neighbors is setting up 
living situations in which confused and ques- 
tioning people may see examples of Christianity 
and Democracy in action. It is a vital and living 
faith providing a visible and practical answer 
to the false claims of communism. 


Similarly at home, through units and chapters, 
there will grow up an understanding of the 
rest of the world. We will have in America the 
Opportunity to learn the meaning of our faith, 
to become sold on that faith, and to develop a 
program for that faith. We will necessarily get 
acquainted with the peoples of the earth, under- 
standing their problems, discovering their needs 
and finding our relationship to them as that of 
a real neighbor. We will awaken to the realiza- 
tion of the vision of our founding fathers that 
freedom is for all. 

Then we will know the deeper meaning of 
our faith. Then we shall fulfill the words of 
him who said, “Inasmuch as ye did it unto one 
of the least of these, ye did it unto me.” And 
out of these shared experiences will come a 
faith which shall break through walls of mis- 
understanding and will lay the foundation for 
a world which shall “beat its swords into plow- 
shares,’ a world where “every man shall dwell 
under his own vine and fig tree, and none shall 
make him afraid.” 


Other Material Available 
A Letter of Desperation 
A letter written by Dr. Laubach to a 
leading American editor 
Whom Shall We Send? 
by Sam Board 
Who Is My Neighbor 
by Roy A. Burkhart 
Let’s Face the Basic Issues 
by John L. Peters 
A Study Guide For Units and Chapters 
(price $1.00) 


Will You Be A World Neighbor ? 
Will You 


an) 


x) 
a) 
Gi) 
Ger) 
Cr) 
Cy) 
Ce) 


1. 


8. 


Volunteer, if qualified, to be one of 
the persons to go out in a living 
situation to serve either in the field of 
agriculture, literacy, hygiene and 
sanitation, child guidance, mechan- 
ical skills or community organiza- 
tion? 

Become a speaker for World Neigh- 
bors? (Speaker’s Manual available 
on request. ) 


Organize a unit in your church or 
club, school or university or com- 
munity, or help to organize a chapter 
in your town or city? (Organiza- 
tional guidance supplied.) 

Make a pledge of $1 or more a week 
for five years, or $1 or more a month 
for 5 years. 

Make an immediate contribution to 
help get additional field projects 


underway ? 


Agree to win 25 people to World 
Neighbors ? 

Help the U. S. and other nations to 
understand each other better by 
sponsoring visiting nationals in your 
city and setting up forums in your 
church groups, luncheon clubs, 
P.T.A.’s, veteran's organizations, and 
similar groups? Explore any other 
possibilities by which Americans can 
gain first hand information about 
the cultures, aspirations, and prob- 
lems of their neighbors ? 

Pray for the success of this new 
approach and enlist the support of 
your family, friends, business asso- 
ciates, employers and employees? 


